
CCSD Report 2021: The Air We Breathe  
 
Among the many considerations facing America’s school districts during the global COVID-19 pandemic is the issue of indoor air quality 
and adequate ventilation in our buildings and classrooms. The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and the American Society of Heating 
and Air-Conditioning Engineers (ASHAE) have provided standards and guidance regarding the importance of improving indoor air 
quality in order to prevent the spread of the airborne virus.  
 
These recommendations encourage schools improving ventilation as part of their overall cleaning strategy. More specifically, the CDC 
pointed to research that showed the inherent benefits of increasing the circulation of outdoor air into the buildings as a way to boost 
the availability of clean air and dilute potential viral contaminants. 
 
Due to the unique characteristics of each of the Clarke County School District’s (CCSD) schools and buildings to include structural 
design, age, modifications, types of HVAC systems, etc., the district has implemented and followed a multi-tiered approach to both 
mitigate the potential spread of the virus and provide an abundance of safe, fresh air for everyone. These mitigations include: 
 
TIER 1 STEPS- Inspections and Checks: 

• Verified all HVAC units are functioning as designed in our schools 
• Monitor HVAC systems daily with our Building Automation System (BAS)   
• Regular checks of CO2 levels in occupied spaces to ensure proper amount of fresh air is being delivered to the spaces 
• HVAC engineers will inspect and review schools that are not scheduled for renovation 
• Regularly monitor air quality and ventilation in all schools and district buildings and make additional recommendations and 

enhancements as needed 
• Testing MERV 13 filter upgrades to our existing HVAC systems to see if they will work and not compromise the system  
• Analyzing older facilities for central fresh air units to be designed and installed to improve Indoor Air Quality 
• Ionization and A/C units run 24/7 for freshest air quality  

 
TIER 2 STEPS- Purchased Equipment: 

• Purchasing and installing the Bipolar ionization units for placement in all schools (Newer school already have these) 
• Purchasing and installing 20 portable HEPA filtration units to be installed in school clinics or designated isolation rooms.  

o These units will filter 250 cfm of air on high speed 
• Purchasing and installing web-accessible CO2 sensors to install in strategic locations of every school to monitor the CO2 levels 

o These remote sensors will supplement the current portable handheld units 
TIER 3 STEPS: 

• Continue to implement the latest recommended CDC and ASHAE standards and guidelines to mitigate exposure to the COVID-
19 virus 


